
Dry as a Bone

Dry as a Bone is this year’s educational performance project. These projects 
are a vital part of the company’s activity as they nurture the development of 
our dancers as choreographers and dance artists and allow us to continue to 
educate and inspire young dancers within the broader community.  2006 is the 
International Year of Desertifi cation and Dry as a Bone is an exploration of this.  
Although it may seem a dry subject matter it has ironically proven to be a fertile 
breeding ground of ideas.

The choreographic talents of Felecia Hick and Emma Porteus have been 
harnessed for this project and they have worked collaboratively with the sixteen 
talented young dancers who were chosen from around Tasmania to develop 
the production.  They began the creative process by asking the question ‘What 
will happen to the environment if we continue unchecked?’  Their research 
and explorations result in the performance Dry as a Bone, and through this we 
discover that it is not one single act that causes productive land to turn into 
desert,  but a culmination of all our actions, or inaction’s, that result in land being 
stripped away to nothing. 

The performance ensemble has representatives from the following high schools:  
Devonport, Riverside, Ogilvie, Rose Bay, and Ulverstone.   Successful students were 
also selected from the following Colleges:   Claremont,  Hobart,  Launceston,  St 
Patrick’s,  Don,  Hellyer,  Rosny,  Scotch Oakburn, and St Brendan Shaw.  This broad 
cross section participants from around the state makes this project truly unique 
and invaluable.

As our educational performance project for 2006,  Dry as a Bone makes an 
important  contribution towards developing an understanding of contemporary 
dance throughout schools and communities in Tasmania.  The choreographic 
team and ensemble of dancers exhibit commitment, innovation, physical 
expression and passion, and they share this with you now in the performance 
you are about to see.

Annie Greig
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR



Desertifi cation - the facts

Desertifi cation is the process that turns productive 
land into non-productive desert and occurs as a result 
of poor land management.  Poor land management 
includes:

  

Desertifi cation occurs mainly in semi-arid areas 
(average  annual rainfall less than 600mm) bordering  
on deserts.   Other  causes are overgrazing, destruction 
of vegetation in arid regions, often for fuelwood, poor 
grazing management after accidental burning of 
semi-arid vegetation, incorrect irrigation practises.

Desertifi cation reduces the ability of land to support 
life, affecting wild species, domestic animals, 
agricultural crops and people.  About one third of the 
world’s land surface is arid or semi-arid.  It is predicted 
that global warming will increase the area of desert 
climates by 17% in the century.

Worldwide desertifi cation is making approximately 
12 million hectares useless for cultivation every year. 
This is equal to 10% of the total area of South Africa or 
87% of the area of cultivated lands in our country.



Felecia is an independent artist whose passion lies in 
choreography and performance.  In 1999, she completed 
a BA (Hons) degree in Dance from Adelaide University.  In 
2000, Felecia was awarded a scholarship to train at the 
Jean Wong School of Ballet in Hong Kong.  She was also a 
grant recipient of the Australia Council’s 2003 Young and 
Emerging Performers Initiative working with Tasdance 
on their educational project Fresh,  and joining the 
professional company for their regional tour of Treasured 
Island.

Felecia has worked with numerous choreographers both locally and internationally 
including Tuula Roppola Eric Languet and Erna Omarsdottir/Damien Jalet (C de la 
B, Belgium) and Gabriela Carrizo/Franck Chartier (Peeping Tom Collective, Belgium) 
at the 2005 Impulstanz Festival in Vienna.  Felecia’s work, Hunger, (2005 Come Out Hunger, (2005 Come Out Hunger
Festival) was nominated as part of the Australia Dance Awards in the Independent 
Dance category.   Waiting, in collaboration with Ingrid Steinborner, was selected in 
the 2002 Dance Australia Critic’s Choice for ‘most promising choreography.’ 

Later this year, Felecia will direct the annual Opera Highlights program for the 
Elder School of Music at the University of Adelaide.  She has also been invited 
to work with Restless Dance Company, as Assistant Director for their July and 
August performance seasons.   Felecia is very excited to be back working with this 
fabulous company.

Felecia Hick

Emma Porteus

Choreographers

Emma is an independent performer and choreographer 
based in Melbourne.   Emma began her contemporary 
dance career in Launceston with Stompin.   In 2002 she 
moved to Melbourne to study dance at Deakin University, 
and last year completed her honours research in 
collaborative process.  

In 2004 Emma created and performed in the Melbourne 
Fringe Festival show Lamplight versus the Moon. This 
production was selected to be part of the 2004 Graduate 
Showcase at Dancehouse in Melbourne.    In 2005 Emma 

co-choreographed the Tasdance education project MicroScope, and was Assistant 
Director of the 2005 Melbourne Fringe Festival show Dance Path.   Earlier this 
year Emma travelled to far north South Australia to choreograph a work for the 
2006 Outback Fringe Festival.



Dancers

Tamieka Dolbey  Tamieka Dolbey  Tamieka Dolbey     
St Brendan-Shaw College

Dance is everything; it’s my life!  I believe that where words 
can’t speak, dance does!  It is indescribable!

Jessie Mason
Oglivie High School

I am hoping to learn more contemporary dance since I have 
not done it before.  I am also looking forward to the touring 
week and performing with new people.

Olivia Cathro
Rose Bay High School

Dance means the world to me.  I love it so much.  I don’t know 
who or what I’d be without it.  Personally, I see dance as a visual 

voice.

Joseph Philpott
Don College

This is a new experience for me.  I’m excited about everything 
from rehearsal to performance.  I’m looking forward to seeing 
how everything is structured, to see how it all works.

Louise Godfrey
Riverside High School

The most exciting aspect of ‘Dry as a Bone’ is that it gives young 
people like myself the opportunity to be involved in the development 
of a production that starts from just one idea! It really makes you 

appreciate how much hard work goes into something like this!

Alison Bignell
Launceston College

Dance is a way of expressing my emotions and individuality.  
An escape!  I can throw my whole self into something and see 

results.



Rowena Collings
Scotch Oakburn College

Dancing allows me to drop down personal barriers enabling 
me to express myself in a different form.

Naomi Cappelli
Devonport High School

I am looking forward to travelling around the state, meeting 
tons of new people and learning a new style of dance. I have 

learnt that mistakes are just mini solos and not mess-ups!

Dancers

Jenna Hollick
Hobart College

I am looking forward to performing the dance, showing the 
audience all of our hard work and hoping they enjoy and un-
derstand the message.

Mia Rowland
St Brendan-Shaw College

The most exciting aspect about ‘Dry as a Bone’ is about being 
a part of it.  As nervous as I was and as sore as I am, I can’t 
imagine not being a part of this whole experience.  To me, 
everyday is exciting!

Maritta West
Claremont College

Dance is a way of expressing your feelings through movement.  
I am looking forward to learning the phrases and performing 
in front of an audience. 

Joel Fenton
St Patrick’s College

Dance is movement, which portrays images of life, and can be 
overwhelming to people when performed with pure passion 

and emotion.  For me, dance is life!



Dancers

Lily Noonan
Launceston College

Environmental issues are very important to me. So it is great to 
explore ideas that relate to this.  Dance is a place where I can 
be myself.

Kelsey Paske
Ulverstone High School 

Dance is about having fun and doing something that you are 
passionate about.  The most exciting aspect of this education 
project is working as a real dance company and having the 

chance to tour.

Rosie Shields
Hellyer College

Environmental issues mean a lot to me and I believe in the 
ideas of what ‘Dry as a Bone’ is trying to portray.  We need to 
work with the environment rather than against it!

Nick Weldon
Rosny College

For me dance means expressing ones self.  The most exciting 
aspect of this project is being involved and having the chance 

to perform.



Our major season for 2006, The Earth 

Beneath our Feet features a remount of Beneath our Feet features a remount of Beneath our Feet As 

the Crow Flies by renowned choreographer 

Nanette Hassall,  and two new works by 

the innovative Tanja Liedtke,  and the 

ingenious Byron Perry.

We present the foundations of 

contemporary dance and the building 

blocks that have taken us from then to 

now.

Enrolments are taken on a fi rst in fi rst served basis and maximum numbers apply to each class.

Coming up in 2006

The Earth Beneath our Feet

School of Performing Arts
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